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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


LONDON  (BP)  —  Is  Iran  really  becom-  tions;  arbitrary 
ing  more  "moderate"  and  backing  away  arrest  and  deten- 
from  its  hard-line  Islamic  stance?  tion;  lack  of  fair 

Not  at  all,  say  Iranian  Christians  in  trials;  infringe- 
North  America  and  Europe  who  track  ment  on  citizens' 
events  in  the  country.  Iran's  harsh  repres-  privacy  rights; 
sion  of  Christian  minorities  includes  mur-  and  restriction  of 
der,  imprisonment,  arrests,  torture,  loss  of  the  freedoms  of 
jobs  ana  fines,  the  sources  say.  speech,  press, 

Iran  is  trying  to  convince  the  world  that  assembly,  associa- 
Christians  in  Iran  are  faring  better  as  they  tion,  religion  and 
seek  improved  international  trade  agree-  movement." 
ments,  but  Iranian  Christians  insist  noth-  In  19%,  pastors  ^ 

ing  has  improved.  and  church  leaders  ^  J 

Several  evangelical  Christian  leaders  were  arrested  and 
have  been  murdered  in  Iran  in  recent  years,  forced  to  agree  to  a  W 

including  Bishop  Haik  Hovsepian-Mehr,  series  of  limita-  Saucfl  'I 

pastor  Mehdi  Dibai,  and  pastor  Tateos  tions.  Talking  to  Arabia 

Michaelian,  all  in  1994.  non-Christians. 

Iranian  Christian  sources  blame  the  gov-  about  Jesus  Christ 
emment  in  the  murders.  Now  they  believe  was  forbidden,  as 
the  government  targets  ordinary  Christians  were  inviting  Mus- 
who  were  Muslim  converts,  especially  if  lims  to  enter  a 
they  encourage  Muslims  to  convert.  Christian  church 

u  is  a  regular  practice  of  the  Islamic  and  baptizing  a 
Republic  of  Iran  to  force  leaders  of  religious  person  of  Muslim 
minority  groups,  including  evangelical  background. 

Christian  pastors,  to  make  false  statements  Church  leaders 
regarding  the  human  rights  condition  of  the  were  told  contact 
religious  minorities,"  the  sources  charge.  with  the  outside 
Although  the  Iranian  Christian  sources  world  requires 
are  unnamed  for  security  reasons,  they  cite  prior  knowledge 

numerous  names,  places,  incidents,  and  of  the  government's  Ministry  of 
dates  in  their  reports.  They  also  cite  other  Information  and  Islamic  Guidance, 
documents,  such  as  the  1997  Country  In  July  1997,  at  least  20  members  of  an 
Report  on  Human  Rights  Practices  by  the  Assembly  of  God  church  in  Shiraz  were 
U.S.  Department  of  State.  arrested,  imprisoned,  beaten,  and  interro- 

The  report  states  that  Iran's  human  rights  gated.  The  pastor,  Harmik  Novroozian, 
record  remains  "poor."  It  adds:  "Systematic  and  his  wife,  Shoushik,  also  were  impris- 
abuses  include  extra-judicial  killings  and  oned  and  as  of  February  had  not  been 
summary  executions;  disappearances;  released.  Their  condition  is  unknown, 
widespread  use  of  torture  and  other  Iranian  Christian  sources  say  Armenian 
degrading  treatment;  harsh  prison  condi-  and  Assyrian  evangelical  churches  in  Iran  are 
_ __  _ _ _  allowed  to  stay  open 
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LeaderLife  nominees  requested 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Written  nominations  for  the 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  LeaderLife  Awards  for  1998  are  being 
solicited  until  May  15  by  the  pastor-staff  leadership  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  according  to  Don  Mathis,  department  director. 

The  award,  begun  in  1997  to  recognize  models  of  excellence 
in  leadership;  is  named  in  honor  of  the  president  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board.  Recipients  are  given  an  expense-paid  trip  to  the 
National  Conference  fpr  Church  Leadership  at  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Conference  Center  or  Glorieta  (N.M.)  Conference  Center 
and  a  collection  of  the  latest  in  leadership  books  and  publica¬ 
tions  produced  by  the  board. 

LeaderLife,  launched  in  1997,  is  a  development  process 
designed  to  enhance  and  improve  the  personal  and  profession¬ 
al  leadership  of  pastors  and  staff  persons.  It  encompasses 
LeaderCare,  a  strategy  to  provide  a  network  of  personal  devel¬ 
opment  help  for  pastors  and  staff,  and  LeaderSkill,  an  initiative 
focusing  on  four  essential  leadership  functions  of  leading, 
administering,  ministering  and  communicating. 

Written  nominations  detailing  qualifications  for  the 
LeaderLife  Awards  may  be  sent  to  Don  Mathis,  Sunday  School 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Over  500  students  and  directors  from  27  college  campuses  in  the 
state  gather  at  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  for  the  annu¬ 
al  Baptist  Student  Union  Leadership  Training  Conference.  They 
also  commission  58  students  for  summer  missions. 


retire 


Governor 


A  plaque  and  a  Bible  are  placed  in  the  third  floor  prayer  room 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in  Jackson  by  the  WMU 
of  First  Church,  Lousiville.  The  presentation  is  made  in  honor  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Vernon  May,  who  served  as  state  WMU  president. 


SSB  damag^Lby  tornado 


George  W.  Sadler,  secretary  for  Africa,  Europe,  and  the  near  East 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  recommends  tne  Board  establish  a 
Baptist  theological  seminary  of  graduate  level  in  Europe,  probably 
at  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  Board  endorses  the  recomenaation. 


Letters  tolbe  Editor 


The  Cooperative  Program  payoff 


tie  young  businessman  was  new  to  Camp  Garaywa  in 
the  ways  of  Baptists  when  he  joined  Clinton,  from 
the  local  church  and  was  baptized.  He  whence  so  many  of 
sly  held  his  tongue  through  a  full  year  our  future  Missis- 
isiness  sessions,  but  finally  worked  up  sippi  Baptist  leaders 
rourage  to  ask  a  question  that  had  will  emerge, 
ied  him  for  the  past  12  months.  •Statewide Billie 

list  when  are  we  going  to  have  this  Drills  that  "Will 


"OKAY,  NOW  I'LL  LISTEN  TO  YOU— 
EXACTLY  WHAT  IS  YOUR  NEW  IDEA 
ffcftJli'NCREASlNS  THE  OFFERING  “>'• 


Editor's 

Notebook 


FACTOR  StuPV 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


home  and  around  the  world.  It  provides  That  list  doesn't 

Christian  higher  education  at  the  state  level  begin  to  scratch  the  ^ 

and  seminary  education  at  the  national  level,  surface  on  the  vast 

The  CP  enables  virtually  every  ministry  ocean  of  ministries  accomplished  under  has  become  one  of  the  most  powerful  tools 
undertaken  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  the  CP  banner.  Even  people  who  work  full-  for  evangelism  in  all  of  Christendom.  Only 
Convention  Board,  including:  time  in  CP  are  frequently  suiprised  to  dis-  God  could  have  made  it  what  it  is  today, 

•  Mission  work  specifically  aimed  to  cover  yet  another  way  CP  is  being  used  to  and  you'll  just  have  to  leave  it  at  that, 

bringing  Mississippians  to  a  saving  knowl-  bring  people  to  Jesus.  When  will  this  "Cooperative  Program" 

edge  of  Christ.  Ifyou  want  to  know  more  about  CP,  talk  thing  be  paid  off? 

•  Church  music  programs  too  broad  with  your  pastor  or  write  to  David  Michel,  Not  until  our  Savior  returns  —  and  it 

and  numerable  to  list,  all  aimed  at  praising  director  of  stewardship  for  the  Mississippi  should  be  the  hope  and  prayer  of  every 
our  Heavenly  Father  and  touching  lives  Baptist  Convention  Board,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Mississippi  Baptist  that  when  we 
through  the  remarkable  gift  of  music.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  encounter  him  once  again  (and  we  will),  he 

•  Standing-room-only  youth  events  at  If  you  choose  to  do  so,  be  advised  that  will  be  able  to  hand  us  our  bill  marked, 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  and  there  is  no  earthly  explanation  for  why  CP  "Paid  in  full." 
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Js  there  a  future  for  Baptists 
in  the  21st  century?  My 
concern  about  the  future  of  the 
Baptist  worldwide  movement 
centers  on  three  basic  areas: 
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Leadership  &  Spirituality 
We  must  produce  leaders 
who  are  not  only  capable 
administrators,  but  —  much 
rooted  in 


By  Denton  Lotz,  general  secretary 
Baptist  World  Alliance 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Bettye  Coward,  Clinton; 
Vickie  Ford,  Olive  Branch; 
Larry  Garner,  (ackson; 

Bill  Hardin,  Picayune; 

Gary  Richardson,  West  Point; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula; 
Debbie  Sills,  secretary. 


more 

the  Biblical  tradition  and  the 
call  of  Christ. 

We  must  produce  leaders  Theological 
who  are  not  only  concerned  During  a  tir 
about  preserving  the  past,  the  upheaval  it  is  noi 
traditions,  and  the  institutions,  upheaval  also  bt 
but  who  are  also  open  to  the  in  the  church.  Var 
movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  cal  streams  fror 
the  world.  fundamentalism 

We  need  to  develop  a  new  theology  have 
concept  of  mentoring  in  that  young  people  tbd 
Baptist  pastors  ana.  leaders  We  are  in  a  tl 
seek  out  young  men  and  conflict  similar  t 
women  ana  confront  them  fundamental! 
with  the  challenges  of  ministry  modernist  contri 
in  the  21st  century.  versy  of  th< 

It  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  fill  1920s.  Will  there 
our  seminaries  with  men  and  be  young  Baptist^ 
women  who  have  had  some  theologians1 
type  of  warm,  fuzzy  spiritual  capable  of( 
experience,  and  then  suddenly  showing  us  the 
think  they  will  be  leaders.  way  out,  or  will 

Help  us  identify  leaders  who  we  continue  tc 
possess  the  potential  of  being  suffer  conflict  th 
spiritual  giants  for  the  next  ultimately  hii\^j 
generation!  the  Spirit  and  c 
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Baptist  leaders  sign  on  to  'common  ground'  effort 


\0  ®rinS  /u 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  (A BP)  — 
What  impact  will  a  recent  decla¬ 
ration  of  cooperation  have 
among  Baptist  leaders  —  many 
of  whom  nave  been  at  odds  for 
the  past  two  decades? 

The  short  answer  is:  Nobody 
really  knows.  Many  partici¬ 
pants,  however,  view  the  effort 
as  a  hopeful  step  in  establishing 
"common  ground." 

The  declaration  of  coopera¬ 
tion,  drafted  by  former 
President  Jimmy  Carter,  was 
signed  by  more  than  two  dozen 

[ imminent  Baptists,  including 
eaders  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  Co¬ 
operative  Baptist  Fellowship 
(CBF),  Baptist  World  Alliance, 
and  American  Baptist  Churches 
in  the  U.S.A. 

Signers  of  the  document 
ranged  from  SBC  president  Tom 
Ellirr  to  CBF  coordinator  Daniel 
Vestal.  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  president  Jimmy  Draper, 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
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Causey  to  retire  at  end  of  September 
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By  Hm  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communication  Director 


William  W.  "Bill"  Causey,  executive  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus,"  and  to 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  adopt  priority  concerns. 

Convention  Board  (MBCB)  since  1989,  Those  concerns,  around  which  MBCB 
announced  April  20  to  the  board's  work  revolves,  include: 

Executive  Committee  that  he  will  retire  at  ♦  to  provide  a  gospel  witness  to  all  persons, 

the  end  of  September.  ♦  to  provide  Bible  study  to  all  persons. 

Causey's  letter  to  Robert  Upchurch  of  ♦  to  equip  all  Christians  for  service. 

Tupelo,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Causey  is  considered  die  leader  in  the 

Committee,  began,  "All  I  presently  know  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  plan  to  have 
about  God's  will  for  my  life,  mixed  with  the  convention's  institutions  adopt  a 
common  sense,  causes  me  to  take  this  oppor-  Covenant  of  Cooperation,  and  to  have  the 
tunity  to  inform  you  that,  insofar  as  I  can  institutions'  trustees  jointly  nominated  by 
humanly  determine  it,  the  time  has  come  the  convention's  Committee  on  Nominations 
when  I  must  advise  you  of  my  intention  to  and  the  institution's  trustee  board, 
retire  as  of  the  end  or  September,  1998."  That  action  came  in  19%  following  the 

The  Executive  Committee  accepted  with  withdrawal  and  rejoining  of  Mississippi 
regret  the  letter,  read  by  Causey  himself  College  with  the  convention,  and  proposed 
during  the  called  meeting  at  the  Baptist  changes  in  the  charter  of  the  Mississippi 

Building  in  Jackson.  ^  W-J*  ’  ^ -  '  ‘ 

The  committee  authorized  Upchurch  to 
appoint  up  to  five  persons  to  work  with 
Causey  and  make  recommendations  con¬ 
cerning  the  details  of  his  retirement  and  .  Carey  *C?olle 
proper  recognitions.  Mountain  Col 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's 
policy  names  the  Executive  Committee  as 
the  search  committee  for  Causey's  succes¬ 
sor.  Causey  agreed  to  be  available  to  aid  his 
successor  in  orientation  for  such  time  as 
becomes  necessary. 

Causey  will  be  67  on  May  7.  In  August, 
he  will  attain  50  years  in  the  gospel  ministry. 

He  came  to  tne  convention  ooard  from 
the  pastorate  of  Parkway  Church  in 
Jackson,  where  he  served  for  26  years. 

Earlier  he  was  pastor  of  Hopewell 
Church,  Harrodsburg,  Ky.  from  1952-55; 
assistant  pastor  of  Parkway  Church, 

Jackson,  from  1955-57;  and  pastor  of  Poplar 
Springs  Drive  Church,  Meridian,  from 
1957-63. 

A  native  of  Greenville,  Causey  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  and 
earned  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from  Causey  also 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  in  1955.  twq  financial 
He  was  awarded  the  honoraty  doctor  of  Carfcy  College  j 
divinity  degree  from  Mississippi  College  in  the  closure  of  <3 

Causey  has  been  married  for  44  years  to  The 
the  former  Charlotte  Rose  of  Winona.They  they  willnfr 
are  the  parents  of  three  grown  children.  of  seflMMfl :,S 


d  proposed 
i  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center  (now  Mississippi 
Baptist  Health  Systems)  in  Jackson. 

The  plan  brought  the  medical  center, 
w““  _•  ^-"  ^e  jn  Clinton,  William 

in  Hattiesburg,  Blue 
in  Blue  Mountain,  and 
the  Baptist  Chilcl ren'p  Village  in  Jackson 
into  a  covenant  agreement  which  is  signed 
each  year  by  all  trustees  of  the  institutions. 

In  that  covenant,  trustees  agree  to  keep 
their  institution  "Christian  in  its  purpose, 
solid  in  its  business  practices,  compassion¬ 
ate  in  its  ministry,  and  our  judgments  as 
near  the  mind  of  Christ  as  possible." 

The  covenant  also  exacts  a  promise  to  be 
attentive  to  the  needs  of  the  community, 
"individuals,  congregations,  associations, 
and  particularly  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting,  Causey  announced 
that  the  last  of  the  five  institutions,  the 
medical  center,  has  amended  its  charter  to 
conform  with  the  intentions  of  the  conven¬ 
tion's  earlier  vote. 

Pthe  convention  during 
nucturings  of  William 
lattiesburg,  and  through 
£  College  m  Newton  and 
■year  college's  property. 

Committee ,  indicated 
ckly  to  begin  .me  process 
»usey's  replacefnent. 
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Governor  given  True  Love  Waits'  pledges 

By  Carl  M.  White  and  college  p  3ZT  "  V 

\ssoctah'  Editor  students  to  t  1  AS  45m  I 


Mississippi  leads  the  nation  ly  abstinen 
in  teenage  pledges  of  sexual  until  marriage, 
abstinence,  according  to  a  It  was 
report  presented  April  14  to  launched  bj 
Mississippi  Governor  Kirk  the  Baptist 
Fordice  by  Wes  Pegues,  state  Sunday  Scnoo 
coordinator  for  the  True  Love  Board  in  Apri 
Waits  (TLW)  campaign.  of  1993  out 

Pegues,  consultant  in  the  quickly  be- 
Discipleship  and  Family  came  an  inter- 
Ministry  Department  of  the  denomination- 
Mississippi  Baphst  Convention  al  movement. 
Board,  was  among  a  number  of  "You  art 
TLW  supporters  who  handed  well  aware  oi 
the  1998TLW  Report  on  Sexual  the  personal 
Abstinence  to  the  governor  and  social  cosl 
The  report  indicates  that  a  of  early  sexual 
total  of  8,531  Mississippi  teen-  activity," 


TLW  GOES  STATEWIDE  —  Wes  Pegues  (second  from  right),  consultant  in  the  MBCB 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department,  reads  a  statement  while  presenting  the 
1 998  True  Love  Waits  Report  to  Mississippi  Governor  Kirk  Fordice  (center)  April  1 4  in  the 
Governor's  office  at  the  State  Capital  in  jackson.  Accompanying  Pegues  were  (from  left): 


-.1  o  non  £  11  i  l  j  i  .i  i  ivy  i  j  omcc  at  u  iv.  Jiaic  v.a^mai  m  jav.roi.sii.  nuai  ly  ii  15  r  cuuo  wcic  \IIUIIi  ItllJ. 

with  8,239,  followed  pacted  by  the  Ben  Derrick,  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson;  Joel  Carter,  minster  of  youth  at  Woodland 
l  ya7i  c®”se(luences  Hills  Church;  Robin  Mays,  member  of  Woodland  Hills  Church;  Fordice;  Jim  Richardson, 

%  0,8  b,  and  Jen-  of  teenage  sex-  youth  minister  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Jackson;  Pegues;  and  David  Cook, 
I  "^f^5'425-  ua*  activity.  youth  minister  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


ilw  is  an  "Teenagers  _ 

international  choosing  abstinence  can  signifi- 
campaign  de-  cantly  reduce  the  costs  to  soci- 
signed  to  chal-  ety  and  the  personal  pain  early 
enge  teenagers  sexual  activity  places  upon 


teenagers  and  their  families,"  Longitudinal  Study  on 
he  said.  Adolescent  Health  (Add  Health) 

Pegues  also  presented  infor-  which  indicates  that  adolescents 
mation  from  the  National  who  take  a  pledge  to  remain  sex¬ 
ual  abstinent  until  marriage 
were  at  a  significantly  lower  risk 
of  early  age  sexual  debut. 

According  to  the  Add  Health 
report  statistics,  there  are  228,283 
youth  age  15-19  in  Mississippi 
and  as  many  was  29,600  may 
have  made  a  commitment  to 
sexual  abstinence,  Pegues  said. 

"We  trust  this  information 
will  be  valuable  to  you  for  future 
reference  as  you  continue  your 
support  of  sexual  abstinence 
before  marriage,"  he  added. 

The  ecumenical  nature  of  the 
movement  in  Mississippi  was 
indicated  by  the  presence  of 
David  Cook  and  Jim  Richard¬ 
son,  youth  ministers  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jackson,  at  the  governor's  TLW 
presentation. 

Christ  Church  is  one  of  the 
leading  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Mississippi. 
Fordice  is  also  a  United 
Methodist. 

Also  at  the  presentation 
were  Joel  Carter,  youth  minister 
at  Woodland  flills  Church, 
Jackson,  and  two  teenagers 
from  his  church,  Robin  Mays,  a 
junior  at  Woodland  Hills 
Academy,  and  Ben  Derrick,  a 
senior  at  Jackson  Academy. 

The  1998  report  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  Washington,  D.C. 
later  this  month. 

National  displays  of  com¬ 
mitment  cards  represent  high- 
water  marks  of  the  campaign. 

The  First  TLW  National 
Celebration  was  conducted  in 
July  of  1994  on  the  National 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  with 
210,000  cards  displayed  and 
25,000  youth  participating. 

In  Atlanta,  Georgia  in  Feb.  of 
19%,  over  340,000  commitment 
cards  were  stacked  to  the  roof 
of  the  Georgia  Dome. 


Teens  and  sex  in  America 

The  Cold  Facts 


♦  Each  year  in  the  U.S.,  more  than  1,000,000  teenagers  become  pregnant  and  more  than  360,000  unmarried 

teenagers  deliver  babies. 

♦  50-52%  of  teenagers  16-19  have  not  had  sexual  intercourse;  70%  of  teenagers  1 5  years  old  have  not  had  sexual 
intercourse;  77%  of  teenagers  1 4  years  old  have  not  had  sexual  intercourse;  84%  of  teenagers  1 3  years  old  have 

not  had  sexual  intercourse 

♦  77%  of  unwed  teenage  mothers  in  the  U.S.  go  on  welfare  within  five  years  of  delivery. 

♦  In  the  1960s  there  were  only  two  or  three  common  sexually  transmitted  diseases;  today  there  are  more  than 
20.  Of  the  more  than  12,000,000  new  cases  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases  in  the  U.S.  each  year,  65%  occur 
among  people  25  years  of  age  and  younger.  This  year  approximately  3,000,000  teenagers  will  contract  a  sexu¬ 
ally  transmitted  disease. 

♦  25%  of  all  new  HIV  infections  are  found  in  people  under  the  age  of  22. 

♦  More  teenagers  have  chlamydia  (a  disease  that  can  cause  infertility)  than  any  other  age  group;  some  stud¬ 
ies  indicate  that  as  many  as  30%  of  sexually  active  teenagers  are  infected  with  chlamydia. 

♦  AIDS  is  the  leading  killer  of  Americans  between  the  ages  of  25  and  44;  most  were  infected  during  their 

teenage  years.  jBSffi  J 

♦  Six  of  ten  women  who  report  having  intercourse  before  the  age  of  1 5  say  they  were  forced  to  do  so.  A  large 
percentage  of  the  sexual  activity  of  teenage  women  is  with  men  age  21  and  older. 


of  virginity,  grade  point  average,  and  appears  "younger  than  most"  are  charac- 
>m  early  sexually  intercourse  and  preghaficy.  L 

-ived  risk  of  untimely  death,  paid  work  than  19  a  week,  and  appears 
at  risk  for  early  sexual  intercourse  and  pregnancy.  jf.. 


compiled  from  reports  by  the  Medical  Institute  for  Sexual 
'isease  Control  and 


Institute  for  Youth 
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SBC  facilities  take  hit  in  Nashville  tornado 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
Building  ana  Sunday  School  Board 
(SSB)  complex  were  damaged  by 
tornadoes  which  ravaged  an  esti¬ 
mated  300  buildings  in  downtown 
Nashville  on  April  17. 

One  SSB  employee  was  reported 
injured  after  a  tornado  hit  the 
Baptist  facilities  around  3:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  forcing  several  hundred 
employees  to  take  shelter  in  their 
respective  buildings.  A  second  tor¬ 
nado  struck  another  part  of  the 
downtown  area. 

The  Sunday  School  Board  closed 
Friday,  April  17,  in  response  to 
emergency  officials'  pleas  that 
offices  in  the  debris-laden  down¬ 
town  close  for  safety  reasons;  the 
SBC  Building  across  the  street 
operated  on  limited  staffing. 

No  loss  of  life  was  reported  in 
the  downtown  area,  which  officials 
variously  termed  "miraculous" 
and  "absolutely  unbelievable." 

An  estimated  100  persons  were 
injured,  however.  Across  Tennes¬ 
see,  a  half  dozen  deaths  were 
reported  as  a  result  of  the  El  Nino- 
powered  storms. 

At  the  SBC  Building,  which  hous- 1 
es  the  Executive  Committee,  Ethics  * 
&  Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
Seminary  Extension  and  Historical  | 
Library  &  Archives,  about  35 
employees  took  shelter  in  the  base¬ 
ment  as  the  storms  roared  past. 

More  than  20  windows  were 
damaged  at  the  SBC  Building. 
Only  one  window  was  broken 
com 

T 


STORM'S  AFTERMATH  —  David  Carter,  lead  field  service  spe- 
ipletely  through,  however.  cialist  in  the  Church  Stewardship  Services  Department  at  the 

he  storm  left  a  sloping  win-  Sunday  School  Board,  assesses  damage  in  downtown  Nashville  At  the  nearby  Bap 
dow  above  a  fifth-floor  Seminary  through  his  ninth  floor  Sullivan  Tower  office  window  which  was  Store  at  10th  and  Broadway,  sales 
Extension  office  with  a  gash  about  damaged  just  minutes  earlier  as  the  first  of  two  tornadoes  ripped  supervisor  Becky  Brooks  said 
18  inches  long  and  six  inches  wide,  through  the  city.  (BP  photo  by  )im  Veneman)  people  in  the  store  "could  feel  air 


Nashville  employees  was 
injured  during  the  storm. 

Collene  Hall  of  the  corporate 
services  department  fell  on  a 
rain-slickened  parking  lot  as  she 
was  assessing  damage.  She  was 
transported  to  a  hospital  with  a 
shoulder  injury.  . 

"Overall,  we  were  greatly 
spared,"  Jim  Shull,  director  of 
the  corporate  services  depart¬ 
ment,  said  late  Thursday  night. 

The  SSB's  Friday  closure  cut 
short  the  annual  three-day 
spring  revival  by  one  day. 

Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  was  the  preacher.  In  his 
Thursday  message  on  the  second 
coming  of  Christ,  he  had  posed 
the  question,  "Are  you  ready?" 

Numerous  employees  com¬ 
mented  they  had  reflected  on 
Vines'  question  through  the 
events  or  the  afternoon. 

As  the  tornado  approached 
downtown  Nashville  at  approxi¬ 
mately  3:30  p.m.,  several  employ¬ 
ees  saw  it  coming  before  evacuat¬ 
ing  offices  on  the  upper  floors  of 
SSB  buildings  and  heading  to  the 
basements  as  transformers  blew 
and  the  power  went  out  through¬ 
out  the  facilities. 

John  Gamer,  director  of  the 
church  recreation  program, 
watched  from  an  eignth-floor 
window  as  the  funnel  cloud 
approached  from  the  west. 
"When  I  saw  a  building  go  a  few 
blocks  away,  I  decided  it  was  time 
to  head  downstairs,"  he  said. 

At  the  nearby  Baptist  Book 


posing  a  threat  of  water  damage  to 
the  building  if  heavy  rains  hit  before 
pane  can  be  fully  repaired. 


the 


With  the  other  double-paned  windows, 
flying  debris  and  wind,  which  reportedly  hit 
100  mph,  shattered  many  of  the  outer  panes. 

At  the  Sunday  School  Board  complex, 
preliminary  estimates  showed  minor  da 


lam- 


age  to  each  building,  with  broken  and 
damaged  windows,  antennas  down  and 
two  parking  lot  security  booths  destroyed. 

On  the  parking  lots,  several  cars  of 
employees  had  windows  blown  out.  One 
car  was  picked  up  and  moved  several  feet. 

None  of  the  board's  approximately  1,200 


pressure  chan 


Miss.  CBF  holds  Spring  Gathering 


By  Rebekah  Ray 

Special  to  The  Baptist  Record 


LOUISVILLE,  Miss.  —  About  140  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  (CBF)  were 
challenged  to  see  visions 
and  dream  dreams  at 
their  April  4  Spring 
Gathering  at  Lake  Tial 
O'khata  in  Winston  | 

County. 

"W£  need  to  become 
visionaries  to  do  the 
things  of  God,"  said 
Larry  M.  Taylor,  morning 
session  speaker  and  pastor  of  Emmanuel 
Church,  Alexandria,  La.  "Our  God  is  one  of 
imagination  and  vision.  He  wants  us  to  be 
dreamers  and  visionaries.  A  new  home  like 
CBF  is  worth  holding  on  to." 

Program  personnel  included  Taylor  and 
Charles  Poole,  pastor  of  Northminster 
Church,  Jackson.  David  Bishop,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Church,  Meridian,  led  con¬ 
gregational  singing. 

CBF  missionary  Rick  Shaw  spoke  of  his 
work  with  Albanians  who  have  been  dis- 


Shaw 


placed  to  Macedonia  because  of  political 
turmoil  in  their  homeland.  He  and  nis  wife 
are  one  of  three  CBF  missionary  couples 
working  with  Albanians  in  Macedonia. 

Taylor  asked  participants  to  continue 
their  vision. 

"Fear  keeps  us  in  line.  Fundamentalism 
is  more  about  control  than  a  belief  that  an 
angry  God  is  going  to  get  us.  Visionaries 
have  been  freed  from  that. 

Visions  and  dreams  will  elude  us  as  long 
as  we  live  in  fear.  It  makes  a  difference 
when  God's  people  have  a  dream,"  he  said. 

Following  a  brief  business  session,  the 
afternoon  message  was  delivered  by  Poole. 

"We  need  to  measure  our  dreams 
against  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  need  to 
be  careful  that  the  church  doesn't  take  up 
the  dreams  of  society,"  he  stressed. 

National  CBF  Coordinating  Council 
member  Jane  Allison  of  Hattiesburj 
reminded  attendees  of  the  1998  Nationa 
CBF  General  Assembly  at  Astro  Hall  in 
Houston,  Tex.,  on  June  25-27.  Speakers  will 
include  Richard  Foster,  Bill  Lawson,  Daniel 
Vestal,  and  Bill  Hendricks,  as  well  as  100 
workshops  on  a  ^fcriety  of  subjects. 

For  more  information,  ^-contact 
Mississippi  CBF  at  (601)  355-7824.*'  ‘ 


W 


e  in  our  ears  as 
the  storm  approached.  Assistant  manager 
Dave  McVay  yelled  for  customers  to  go  to 
the  back  of  tne  store  and  away  from  the 
windows. 

Moments  later,  a  window  blew,  scatter¬ 
ing  glass  to  the  middle  of  the  store.  No  one 
was  injured. 

One  hand  of  the  clock  in  the  Union 
Station  tower,  across  the  street  from  the 
bookstore,  blew  off  and  landed  in  the  store 
where  the  window  had  blown  out. 

In  the  board's  operations  building, 
which  houses  distribution,  duplicating, 
and  postal  sendees  components,  employ¬ 
ees  in  windowless  areas  found  their  way 
out  of  the  buildings  by  putting  a  hand  on 
the  shoulder  of  the  person  in  front  of  them 
and  walking  together. 

When  power  went  out,  a  30-minute 
back-up  system  activated  in  the  informa¬ 
tions  systems  department  where  computer 
systems  and  servers  are  housed. 

That  enabled  personnel  to  power  down 
the  systems  normally  to  avoid  major  loss  of 
information. 

SSB  President  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  said 
Friday  morning,  "We're  grateful  to  God 
that  employees  are  safe  and  that  we  were 
spared  major  damage. 

"After  Mayor  Bredesen  and  Gov.  Don 
Sundquist  asked  that  people  stay  away 
from  downtown,  we  felt  that  closing  the 
board  was  the  right  thing  to  do. 

"We  regret  inconvenience  caused  to 
churches  and  others  needing  to  contact  us 
today.  We  are  praying  for  those  who  have 
been  injured  and  suffered  other  losses." 

By  Friday  morning,  power  had  been 
restored  and  damage  assessments  were 
continuing  at  the  SBC  facilities. 
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SSB  publishes 
new  Christian 
school  items 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention  has  released  the 
first  of  its  resources  for  students 
and  teachers  in  Christian 
schools. 

Scheduled  for  release  from 
April  through  early  July  are  11 
new  books,  including 

"Kingdom  Education:  God's 
Plan  for  Educating  Future 
Generations"  by  Glen  Schultz, 
manager  of  the  board's 
Christian  school  and  home 
school  section. 

Resources  for  Christian 
schools  may  be  ordered 
through  the  Sunday  School 
Board's  toll-free.customer  ser¬ 
vice  number,  1  -800-458-2772. 
Questions  about  Christian 
schools  issues  and  materials 
may  be  addressed  to  Schultz  at 
127  Ninth  Ave.,  N.,  Nashville, 
TN  37234-0182. 
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William  Carey  College 

Drama  Team  "Ultimate  Power 
Source"  (UPS)  is  available  for 
performances.  Members  of 
UPS  are  (back  row,  from  left) 
Samantha  Breland,  Christina 
Crawford,  Todd  Cole,  Kim 
Morris,  and  Ashley  Fitzhugh, 
(middle  row)  Michelle  Herrin, 
Jeannie  Miller,  Mandy 
Trammell,  Shelly  Nickles, 
(front  row)  Laela  Syphurs, 
Linda  Poore,  Amy  Cline. 
Eleven  students  of  the  drama 
team  recently  participated  in 
the  annual  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
State  Convention  held  at  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  at  (601)  582- 
6161  or  582-6386. 


Students 
at  William 
Carey 
College 

receiving 
awards  at 
the  Lake 
Guntersville 
Guitar 
Competition 
held  in  Boaz, 
Ala.,  recent¬ 
ly  were 

Richard 
Neal, 
Gulfport; 
Todd 
D  u  B  o  s  e  , 
Laurel;  and 
Marcus 
Lang, 
Hattiesburg. 


William  Carey  College 
School  of  Music  will  present  a 
series  of  concerts  as  part  of  its 
1998  Summer  Guitar  Festival 
May  30-June  5  in  the  Smith 
Auditorium.  The  school  of 
music  will  also  sponsor  a 
Summer  Guitar  Festival  May  30- 
June  5  on  campus.  A  pre-college 
guitar  workshop  will  he  held  on 
tne  same  days  in  the  Thomas 
Fine  Arts  Building.  For  more 
information  about  the  concerts 
and  workshop,  call  the  school  of 
music  at  (601)  582-6175. 


William  Carey  College  cam¬ 
pus  students  receiving  awards 
in  the  Student  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Co 
Advertising  Awards 

Competitions  held  recently^ 
were  Ruben  Channell 
Gulfport,  and  Marjorie  Monde, 
Ocean  Springs. 

William  Carey  College 
summer  baseball  camps  will  be 
held  in  Hattiesburg  during  the 
month  of  June.  Applications 
can  be  obtained  by  calling  (601) 
582-6610  or  582-6192,  or  by 
writing  Coach  Bobby  Halford, 
William  Carey  College,  498 
Tuscan  Avenue  Box  182, 
Hattiesburg  MS  39401-5499. 

Several  William  Carey 
College  Coast  campus  students 

received  awards  at  the  1998 
Mississippi  Collegiate  Art 
Competition  held  recently  in 
Jackman.  Students  receiving 
awards  were  Juan  Carlos 
Hernandez  Ortega,  Mexico  City, 
Mexico;  Patrick  Bodine,  Long 
Beach;  Nancy  Plazo  Couch, 
Moss  Point;  and  Baba  Scaturro, 
Biloxi.  Other  students  whose 
work  was  selected  for  inclusion 
were  Tim  Waldrop,  Biloxi; 
Marjorie  Monde,  Ocean  Springs; 
Matt  Steadman,  Gautier;  and 
Barbara  Gwin,  Gulfport. 
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William  Carey  College's  Puppet  Team,  "In  the  Master's  Hands," 
is  available  for  performances.  Members  of  the  team  are  (back  row, 
from  left)  Angela  Ray,  Christina  Crawford,  Jeannie  Miller,  (front  row) 
Michelle  Herrin  and  Laela  Syphurs.  For  more  information,  call  (601) 
582-6161  or  582-6386. 


Homecomimcs 


West  Laurel,  Laurel:  May  17;  Bond,  Philadelphia:  April 
10  a.m.;  noon  meal  in  family  26;  11  a.m.-3  p.m.;  Terry  Hall, 
life  building;  Wayne  Du  Bose,  morning  message;  lunch  will  be 
Hoover,  Ala.,  guest  speaker;  served;  special  music  by  the 
Mike  Burt,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Reflections  in  afternoon, 
music;  fellowship  on  Saturday,  _  _ 

May  16,  at  6  p.m.;  Cary 
Worthington,  pastor. 
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C  0  N  F  E  R  E  N  C  E  C  E  N  T  E  R  ffl 

•  Conferences  •  Family  Vacations  •  Reunions 
•  Meetings  •  Retreats 

Information:  505-757*6161 
Reservations:  1-800-797-4222  vw 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  CarpM  •  lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  -800  654  1  20-4 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
Department  of  Music  will  pre¬ 
sent  Tommy  Creel  and  Janette 
Rnrlt  ip  a  joint  faturie-recital  on 
ApfS  26  at  2p.m.  in  Provine 
iCnartif  Creerand  Bock  will 
conalct  thelMC  Chamber 
ChoiJt  with  oithestra  in  selec¬ 
tions  form  the  "Requiems"  of 


John  Rutter  and  Maurice 
Durufle.  Creel  is  associate  min¬ 
ister  of  music  at  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon.  Bock  is 
choral  conductor  and  instructor 
at  Wesley  College  in  Florence, 
as  well  as  church  pianist  at 
Lakeshore  Congregational 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson. 


William  Carey  College's  Ensembles,  "Undivided"  and  "On  Solid 
Ground,"  are  available  for  revivals,  praise  sing,  and  more.  Members  of 
"Undivided"  are  (back  row,  from  left)  Kyle  Brady,  Michael  Springstead, 
Carlton  Brady,  Alan  Flemming,  Kevin  Scarborough,  (middle  row) 
Angela  Ray,  Rita  Wilson,  Claire  Thacker,  (front  row)  Erin  Dungey, 
Jennifer  Donohoo  Davis,  and  Stephanie  Hanberry.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at  (601)  582-6161  or  582-6386. 


The  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  at  Mississippi 
College  is  offering  a  course 
to  assist  individuals  who  are 
preparing  to  take  the 
Graduate  Record  Exam 
(GRE).  The  course  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  May  2  and 
conclude  on  May  26.  Also,  a 
course  to  assist  students 
preparing  to  take  the  June 


13th  offering  of  the 


ering 

American  College  Testing 
Assessment  (ACT)  will  be 
offered  May  16,  May  23, 
May  30,  and  June  6.  This 
course  will  include  individ¬ 
ual  sessions  on  Test 
Mechanics,  Grammar,  Math, 
and  Science.  For  further 
information,  please  call 
(601)  925-3264. 
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Wonders  of  the  Ages 
ATHENS- 
HOLY  LAND- 
EGYPT 
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Feb.  15-25  with  David  Ray  •  $1899 


.JERUSALEM  •  Upper  Room  •  Mt.  of  Olives  •  Garden  of  Gethsemane 


Calvary  •  Garden  Tomb  •  Wailing  Wall  •  Chegall  Windows 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  •  BETHLEHEM  •  JERICHO  •  JORDAN  RIVER 


GALILEE  •  CAPERNAUM  •  MT.  OF  BEATITUDES  •  CRUISE  SEA 


OF  GALILEE  •  NAZARETH  •  VALLEY  OF  MEGIDDO  •  CAESAREA 


Great  Pyramids  •  Memphis  •  Sakkara  •  Cairo  •  Sinai 
Nile  River  •  Grand  Bazaar  •  Suez  Canal  •  El  Arish 


GREECE  •  Athens  •  Acropolis  •  Mars  Hill  •  Presidential  Palace 


TREASURES  of  TURKEY 


April  6-16  with  David  Ray  •  $1799 
HISTORICAL  A  MODERN  TURKEY  •Footsteps  of  Apostle  Paul 
•  Churches  of  Revelation  •  Mediterranean  •  Alpine  Region 
•  Amazing  Cappadocia  •  Ankara  •  Istanbul  •  Bosophrous  Cruise 

ALREADY  INCLUDED-  Most  meals,  deluxe  hotels,  complete  sightseeing, 
admissions, experienced  Tour  Manager  who  has  led  groups  to  areas 
for  20  years,  local  Guides,  admissions,  luxury  motorcoach,  airfare 
from  New  York  A  more.  Call  TODAY  for  LOWEST  price! 


FREE  Brochures  &  Details 

%  THE  TRAVEL  CLUB  -  362-0045 
1-800-841-8991 

Jackson 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication, 


GOD  HAS  CALLED.  WHAT 
NOW? 


MISSISSIPPI  CONFERENCE  ON 

PREACHING  AND  WORSHIP 

Crossgates  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 


Every  year  a  multitude  of  Christians  experience  it  - 
that  urging  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  complete  surrender  to 
full-time  ministry  or  to  a  new  vocation.  Perhaps,  right 
now,  you  know  of  those  in  your  family,  church, 
Sunday  School  class,  youth  group,  etc.,  who  are  deal¬ 
ing  with  how  to  answer  God's  call  on  their  lives.  How 
can  you  help  them? 

Give  them  a  copy  of  God's  Call:  The  Cornerstone 
of  Effective  Ministry,  written  by  Neil  Knierim  and 
Yvonne  Burrage.  This  insightfulbook,  designed  for  indi¬ 
vidual  or  group  study,  explores  what  Scripture  says 
about  God's  call  and  what  that  call  means  today. 


featuring 


Henry  Blackaby,  author  of  Experiencing 
God,  states:  "Here  is  a  very  practical 
biblically-based  manual  for  those  called  of 
God  and  the  churches  who  have  the 
stewardship  of  their  lives.  This  step-by-step 
guide  is  for  the  person  asking,  'What  do  I 
do  now?  What  is  the  next  step  in  my 
response  to  God's  call  in  my  life?'" 


Tony  Higginbotham 


Argile  Smith 


Gene  Mims,  vice  president  of  the  Church 
Growth  Group  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  writes:  "This  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  resources  I  have  ever  seen  to 
steer  persons  who  feel  the  Lord's  leadership 
to  full-time  Christian  ministry.  I  highly 
recommend  it  and  urge  you  to  use  it." 


Chuck  Pourciau 


Frank  Lewis 


w  To  order  your  copy  of  God's  Call:  The 
Cornerstone  of  Effective  Ministry  (0767334671 ,  $6.95 
plus  shipping  and  handling),  call  toll  free  1-800-458- 
2772.  If  you  prefer,  e-mail  your  order  to  customerser- 
vice@bssb.com  or  fax  to  61 5-241-5993,  or  simply  visit 
your  local  Baptist  Bookstore. 

For  more  information  on  vocational  guidance 
(finding  God's  will  for  your  life  and  ministry),  contact 
Matt  Buckles,  consultant  in  the  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Note:  The  April  1998  issue  of 
Church  Administration  magazine  is 
dedicated  to  Calling  Out  the  ^ 


Registration  Form 

Mississippi  Conference  on  Preaching  and  Worship 


Name _ 

Church  Position 
Church  Name 


Church  Address 

City - „ 


LIFE  COMMITMENT 
SUNDAY  -  APRIL  26 


Church  Phone Number 
Association  Name _ 


Mail  to:  Church 
MS  39205.-Dead 


nistration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
May  4  so  that  adequate  materials  can  be  provided. 


SMALLER  MEMBERSHIP 


C  H  fU  R  C  H 

jWtoi*  i  Ctofemce 


Barry  Campbell 

Pastor  -  Staff 
Leadership  Dept. 
Sunday  School  Board 


Matt  Buckles 

Church  Administration 
Pastoral  Ministries  Dept. 
MBCB 


JUNE  5  &  6, 1998  I 

Friendship  Baptist  Church, 
Pontotoc 

June  5th,  6:30  pm 

( supper  provided  6:30  to  7  pm) 

June  6th,  8:00  - 12  noon 

(breakfast provided  8  to  8:30  am) 

AUGUST  29, 1998  1 

Goodwater  Baptist  Church, 

Magee 

9:00  am  -  3:00  pm 

(lunch  provided) 


Please  clip  and  return  to:  Matt  Buckles,  CAPM  Dept.,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 

NAME:  _ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS: _ — - 

CITY: _ _ STATE: _ ZIP: _ 

CHURCH:  '  _ ASSOC.: - 

PHONE  (church/work): _ (home): - 

_ I  will  attend  JUNE  5  -  6  in  Pontotoc  _ I  will  attend  AUGUST  29  in  Magee 

^Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus’* 

A  Ministry  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


•  Preaching 

•  Worship  Planning 
•  Pastoral  Skills . 

•  Planning  and  Guiding 

•  Resources 

•  BIVO  Ministers  Track 

•  Strengths  &  Weaknesses 

•  “Surviving  &  Thriving” 

•  Outreach  Strategies 

•  Developing  Leaders 


1 998  Growing  Churches  Conferences 


Both  Growing  Churches 
conferences  include: 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Bible  Study 
July  23  25 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis 
on  Sunday  School. 


R  Guest  Speaker 

Sam  Cotter,  director  of 
Sunday  School  Dept., 
Colorado  Baptist 
Convention 


Six  Study  Sessions  Led  by  Specialists 

Three  Dynamic  Worship  Services 

•  Sam  Cotter  will  be  preaching  during  the  Bible 
Study  emphasis 

•  Rex  Yancey  will  be  preaching  during  the 
Discipleship  emphasis 

•  Gordon  Alford  will  be  the  worship  leader 
musician  during  the  Disdpleship  emphasis 

TeamKID  Clubs  for  All  Children 

TeamKID  Clubs  for  Older  Preschoolers 

Family  Time  on  Friday  Afternoons 

Demonstration  Lab  School  for  Younger 
Preschoolers 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Discipleship 
July  30-Aug.  1 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis  on 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry. 

r  For  reservation  information,  contact  Frank  Simmons,  manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 

100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299 
&  Telephone:  (228)  452-7261  Fax:  (228)  452-7263 

NOTE:  Mastercard  and  Visa  can  be  used  for  reservations  and  payment  of  bill. 


Guest  Speaker 

Rex  Yancey, 
pastor  of 
FBC,  Pascagoula 


Discipling  Bible  Study  for  Youth 


i 


Will  you  pray  about  going  to  COLORADO? 

VENEZUELA? 

HONDURAS? 

MARYLAND? 

SURINAME? 

VENEZUELA 


SURINAME 

Interested? 

Want  to  know  how  to  involve 

■>  . 

your  congregation?  Please  call 
the  Partnership  Missions  office 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  e-mail  us  at 
71153. 1226@compuserve .  com. 
Let  us  help  you  experience  the 
thrill  of  missions! 


There  are  needs  for  hundreds  of  Mississippians  to 

serve  the  Lord  outside  the  state  this  summer.  Join  with 

—  ...» 

us  to  meet  one  of  the  following  needs: 

•  Vacation  Bible  Schools 

•  Personal  Evangelism 

•  Revival  Teams 

•  Church  Building  Construction 

•  Leadership  Training 

•  Medical/Dental  Ministries 

•  And  Many  More! 


An  evangelism  project  in  Venezuela  needs  immediate 
response!  Sixteen  teams  of  2  persons  are  needed 
August  21-31,  1998.  You  will  be  responsible  for  per¬ 
sonal  witnessing  during  the  day  and  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices  at  night. 


HONDURAS 


April  24-May  7, 1 998 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 


..My  House  Shall  'be  Called  a  'House  of  'Prayer...'-  MattheW  2hi3a 
'When  Christians  commit  to  a  ministry  of  prayer,  their  specific  prayers  can  impact  many 
li\/es.  'Pray  'Without  Ceasing  by  'Elaine  H.  IrVin.  Missions  Mosaic.  May  1996. 


Life  Commitment  Sunday 
(CAPM  Emphasis).  Taipei, 
Taiwan  may  be  the  most 
gospel-resistant  Chinese 
megacity  in  the  world.  Ask  the 
Lord  to  raise  up  intercessors  to 
pray  for  thqf£or|p|4fefcvange- 
lization  of  TaiafLl1-*^ 


Christian  Home  Week  3-10, 
(Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Emphasis.  One  thou¬ 
sand  fix-tuned  radios  are  being 
distributed  in  the  Sudan.  Pray 
for  safety  and  t^a^prd  s 
direction  as  thev  aje  given  out. 


State  Handbell  Festival; 
Gulfshore  Assembly;  sponsored 
by  Church  Music  Department. 
Please  continue  praying  that  50 
volunteer  English  teachers  will 
commit  to  serving  in  China 
during  the  summer  of  1998. 


24 


Praise  the  Lord  that  Oklahoma 
defeated  casinos  by  a  2-1 
majority.  Oklahomans  want  to 
build  the  state  on  sound  moral 
principles  and  economics. 

27 

Senior  Adult  Choir  Festival; 

FBC,  Hattiesburg;  sponsored  by 
Church  Music  Department.  For 
many,  the  only  way  to  hear 

God's  Word  in  Algeria  is 
through  radio  broadcasts.  Pray 
that^me  Hc^^m^wHHead 

upon  His  teafflira^ay  that 
more  Bibl|^^|lfce  #le  to 

Dr.  Rebekah  Naylor,  who 
serves  in  India,  has  been  given 
a  residence  permit  that  is  valid 
only  through  June  30.  Pray 
that  negotiations  with  govern¬ 
ment  officials  to  allow  her 
continued  r^(c£hc^7lj  min¬ 
istry  in  the  coupry^Mytd  that 
time  will  bejyf^psqhjj/ 

Senior  Auld  Choir  Festival; 
Parkway  BC,  Clinton;  spon¬ 
sored  by  Church  Music 
Department.  Missionary  Jan 

Hill’s  Japanese  harp  teacher  in 
the  Philippines  often  .plays 
Christian  md£!c|  RjS^hat  the 
music  will  betlwtfby  Cod  to 
bring  him  tdkf||ta  ilk  pffist. 

Missionaries  report  that  the 
shortage  of  rainfall  in  West 

Africa  is  becoming  critical. 
Countries  which  border  the 
Sahara  Desert  are  suffering 
greatly  and  bordering  on  crop 
failure.  Other  countries  are 
without  electrfeftj  because 
it  is  provided  CjtAidropower 

Pray  that  rains  will  come 
soon  so  famine  won't  result. 

As  the  economic  crisis  in  the 
Philippines  worsens.  Baptist 
representatives  ministering 
there  daily  face  people  request¬ 
ing  financial  help.  Pray  for  wis¬ 
dom  to  know  daw  to  respond 
to  each  need  how  to  help 

in  more  lasting  wjys. 

Steve  and  Barbara  James,  who 
serve  in  London,  recently  held 
a  Saturday  evening  'fun  night" 
for  a  group  of  Kurdish  youth. 

Pray  for  Steve  and  Barbara  as 
they  minister  Jw^ftese  young 
people. 

u 

Music  Mississippi;  Eagle  Ridge 
Conference  Center,  Raymond; 
sponsored  by  Church  Music 
Department.  Pray  for  an 
evangelistic  crusade  being 
planned  byihwArst  Baptist 

Church  of  Turdllba.  A  team 
from  Louisiana  will  be  going  to 
help  with  thArusade,  which 
will  be  held  June  6-8. 

Chaplains  Retreat,  Gulfshore 
Assembly;  sponsored  by  MEAA 
Preschool/Children  Leadership 
Festival,  Trinity  BC,  Southaven; 
sponsored  by  Equipping  Team. 
State  Handbell  Festival, 
Mississippi  Col  lege  *4°nsored 
by  Church  Music  DeArtment. 


State  Speakers  Tournament; 
Alta  Woods  BC,  Jackson;  spon¬ 
sored  by  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry.  State  Bible 
Drill  Selection  Tournament; 
Alta  Woods  BC,  Jackson;  spon 
sored  by  Discipleship  and 

Family  rrc 


Lad/Crusader  Day,  Central  Hills 
Retreat;  sponsored  by  the 
Brotherhood.  Pray  that  the 
Lord  will  open  a  door  of 
opportunity  for  His  people  to 
effectively  share  their  faith 
with  the  3Q^I^p  Malays  who 
live  in  Singapore. 


1998  Senior  Adult  Retreats 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
“Equipping  Seniors  for  Service” 


May  19-22 
($118  each) 


May  25-27 
($81.50  each) 


May  28-30  ($81.50  each) 

Sponsored  by  the  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Registration  Form 

Senior  Adult  Retreats 

Mail  along  with  a  $30  deposit  per  senior  adult  to: 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street, 
Pass  Christian,  MS  39571,  or  call  228-452-7261. 

Name _ 

Phone  _ 

Address _ 

City/State/Zip  _ _ 

Church/Association_ _ 

_ Sr.  Adult  I  _ Sr.  Adult  II  _Sr.  Adult  III 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Farmhaven,  Canton:  April 
24-26;  Fri.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  fellow¬ 
ship  meal  following  Sat.  ser¬ 
vice;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  7 
covered  dish  lunch  fol- 
owing  morning  service;  J 
Garland  McKee,  Clinton,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Grady  Morgan,  Canton, 
music;  June  McKee,  pianist; 
Charles  Gentry,  pastor. 

First,  Columbia:  April  26-29; 
noon  services,  12:30-1  p.m., 
lunch  served  11:45-12:30  p.m.; 
evening  services,  6:30  p.m., 
supper  served  5-6  p.m.;  Wayne 
Ward,  Louisville,  Ky.,  evange¬ 
list;  Wayne  Van  Horn,  pastor. 

Lake  Washington  First,  Glen 
Allan:  April  26-30;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7 
p.m.;  Rip  Noble,  Greenville, 
evangelist;  Gerald  and  Cindy 
Simmons,  Long  Beach,  music; 
Jimmy  McLendon,  pastor. 

Whitesand,  Prentiss:  April 
26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  ana  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  7 


p.m.;  Philip  Duncan,  Columbia, 
speaker;  Bob  Thames, 

Seminary,  music;  George 
Gerald  Aultman,  interim  pastor. 

First,  Stonewall:  April  22-26; 
weekday  services,  10:30  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Sat.,  preaching  con¬ 
ference,  9  a.m.-9  p.m.;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  David 


Chris  Dufrene  has  been 
called  to  First  Church,  Laurel, 

as  minister  to  students.  His  for¬ 
mer  place  of  service  was 
Meadowood  Church,  Amory. 
Dufrene  is  a  graduate  of 
William  Carey  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Bethel  Church,  Columbus, 
has  called  Walter  Butler  of 
Houston  as  pastor  effective 
March  16.  Butler  received  his 
education  at  Blue  Mountain 
College.  His  previous  place  of 
service  was  Amitv  Church. 


Nelson,  Little  Rock,  evangelist; 
C.  C.  Bums,  Enterprise,  music; 
Mike  Powell,  pastor. 

Richmond,  Tupelo:  April  26- 
29;  7  p.m.  nightlv;  Andy  Russell 
of  Endville  Cnurch,  Belden, 
evangelist;  Wade  Murphy  of 
First  Church,  Plantersville, 
music;  Sean  Tutor  Sr.,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Foxworth,  has 
called  Hanan  M.  Browning  of 

Tillman,  Ala.,  as  youth  director. 
He  is  a  religion  major  and  pitch¬ 
er  for  the  baseball  team  at 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg,  where  he  currently 
serves  as  worship  leader  for  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes. 

Charles  B.  (Benny)  Still  is 

now  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Grand  Bay,  Ala.  Still  previously 
served  at  Poplar  Springs 
Church,  Mendenhall. 


Truth 


that  i 


heart-deep 


from  pastors  who  can  preach 


P  alph  Waldo^  Beeson,  the  founding  benefactor  of 
Hour  school,  was  a  man  of  few  words.  On  one 
occasion  he  summed  up  his  idea  of  the  kind  of  stu¬ 
dents  we  are  seeking  to  prepare  for  the  service  of  the 
church.  “They  ought  to  be,”  he  said,  “pastors  who 
can  preach.”  At  Beeson,  we  believe  that  the  recovery 
of  preaching  is  essential  to  the  renewal  of  the 
church.  What  does  the  preacher  have  to  say  that  the 
psychologist,  politician,  stock  broker,  or  social  com¬ 
mentator  has  not  already  said? 

THE  MAIN  PART.  The  answer  is  with  a  preacher  in 
whom  the  Word  of  God  bums  as  a  fire  in  the  bones, 
one  who  preaches  with  fierce  humility,  yet  also  with 
unstinted  audacity.  In  the  tradition  of  the  Reform¬ 
ation,  preaching  stands  as  the  central  sacramental 
moment  of  worship.  As  Luther  put  it,  “The  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  of  Gods  Word  is  the  main  pan  of 
all  divine  service.” 

HE  MUST  INCREASE.  In  my  office  there  hangs  over 
my  desk  a  famous  painting  by  Matthias 
Griinewald.  It  is  a  depiction  of  the  cruci- 
fixion  with  the  hands  of  Jesus  reaching 
into  the  dark  sky.  At  his  side  stands  John  II 3  f  a 
the  Baptist  with  an  open  Bible  in  one  V\B 
hand  while,  with  the  other,  he  points 
with  his  long,  bony  finger  to  the  figure 
of  Christ  on  the  cross.  Barely  visible  in  samford 
Latin  are  these  words,  “He  must  increase,  Bmmufh, 


but  I  must  decrease.”  This  is  the  task  of  all  true 
evangelical  preaching.  We  say,  “Don’t  believe  in  me, 
believe  in  Him;  don’t  follow  me,  follow  Him;  I  am 
not  the  way,  He  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.” 

SERVANT  SHEPHERDS.  There  is  a  big  difference 
between  “pastors  who  can  preach”  and  preachers 
who  may  also  be  pastors.  A  pastor  who  can  preach 

is  not  a  philosopher  dispensing  wis-  _ _ _ 

dom,  nor  a  lawyer  arguing  a  case, 
nor  a  general  barking  orders.  A  pas¬ 
tor  is  a  shepherd,  a  servant  leader,  a 
fellow  pilgrim  who,  like  the  prophet 
Ezekiel,  walks  alongside  and  sits 
down  together  with  those  to  whom 
he  has  been  sent  to  preach.  Such  Tnmdty  Gnrgr 
preachers  will  spdak  the  truth  in  love  “dipping  and 
seasoning  all  our  words  and  sentences  in  our  hearts 
before  they  come  into  our  mouths... so  that  our 
auditors  may  plainly  perceive  that  every  word  is 
heart-deep” —  George  Herbert.  To  hear  such  a 
preacher  is  not  merely  to  be  inspired,  chal- 
NT*Vi  lenged,  or  motivated.  It  is  an  occasion  for 
Jon  divine  epiphany. 

\Jttt  Soli  Deo  Gloria! 


SAMFORD  UNIVERSITY 


/  '-mtAj  foenyL 


FOR  INFORMATION  ABOUT  BEESON  DIVINITY  SCHOOL  CALL  1-800-888-8266. 

Bccton  u  affiliated  with  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  and  is  accredited  by  The  Association  of Theological  Schools  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Samford  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  wlcanti  applications  for  employment  and  educational 
programs  from  all  individuals  regardless  of  race,  color,  sen.  disability,  or  national  or  ethok  origin. 


Parkway,  Clinton:  May  3-6; 
senior  revival;  Sunday,  8:45 
a.m./10  a.m.  and  6  pm.;  Mon.,  10 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Tuesday,  morn¬ 
ing  at  Roosevelt  Park  (annual 
picnic)  and  6  p.m.  at  church; 
Wed.,  10  a.m.,  covered  dish 
lunch,  and  6  p.m.;  Bob  Norman, 
Franklin,  Term.,  evangelist;  J.  M. 
Wood,  Jackson,  music. 


Friendship  Church, 

McComb,  has  called  Joey 
Beeson  as  — ■ 

minister  of 
youth  effec¬ 
tive  April  8.  A 
native  of 
Brookhaven 
and  graduate 
of  Mississippi 
State 


University, 

Beeson  is  _ 

presently 
enrolled  at 

New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was 
First  Church,  Calhoun  City,  and 
interim  minister  of  youth  at 
Friendship  Church.  LaVerne 
Summerlin  is  pastor. 


Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick, 

72,  died  April  15.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  April  17  at 
Noxapater  Church, 

Noxapater.  Kirkpatrick 

served  as  a  foreign  mission¬ 
ary  for  25  years,  taught  school 
at  Holly  Bluff,  ana  kinder¬ 
garten  teacher  at  Noxapater 
Church.  Survivors  include 


SWBTS 
music  dean 
McKinney  dies 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  James  McKinney,  dean 
emeritus  of  Southwestern 
Seminary's  school  of  church 
music  and  distinguished  pro¬ 
fessor  of  voice,  died  from  can¬ 
cer-related  complications  at 
his  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  home 
April  12.  He  was  77. 
McKinney  taught  at 
Southwestern  44  years  and 
was  dean  of  the  school  of 
church  music  37  years,  serv¬ 
ing  at  the  seminary  from  1 950- 
94.  He  also  performed  as  a 
~^oloist  in  numerous  recitals, 
oratorios  and  church  concerts 
nationally  and  internationally. 


two  sisters,  Annelle  Early, 
Quitman,  and  Dorothy 
Bakewell,  Sunnyvale,  Calif. 
Memorials  may  be  given  to: 
Training  for  Liberian  or 
Nigerian  students  in  semi¬ 
nary  to  the  West  African 
office  of  the  International 
Mission  Board,  P.  O.  Box 
67667,  Richmond,  VA  23230. 


Jim  Bums  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  on  March  8  by  Ludlow 
Church.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State.  Formerly  of  Jackson, 
he  is  now  employed  by  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield  of  Mississippi. 


he  is  now  employed  by  Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield 
Pictured  with  Burns  (right)  is  M.  L.  Wallace,  pastor. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor’s  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


JUBILEE  PLANNED 

Editor: 

Gentilly  Baptist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  is  seeking  to  con¬ 
tact  former  members  regarding 
the  Jubilee  Celebration  of  its 
75th  anniversary. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
receiving  information  about 
this  upcoming  event  Oct.  10-11, 
1998,  please  send  your  name 
and  mailing  address  to  Gentilly 
Baptist  Church  at  5139  Franklin 
Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70126. 
Telephone:  (504)  6467. 

Pam  Cole 

New  Orleans,  La. 


TEST  MOVEMENTS 

Editor: 

I  commend  your  editorial 
titled  "The  Place  for  Spiritual 
Reconciliation,"  in  the  March 
12  edition  concerning  the  con¬ 
troversial  Promise  Keepers 
(PK)  movement. 

A  good  Bible  test  for  any 
group  making  an  appearance  on 
tne  horizon  is  found  in  I  John  4:1: 

" Beloved ,  believe  not  every  spirit, 
but  tru  the  spirits  whether  they  are 
of  Goa:  because  many  false  prophets 
are  gone  out  into  the  world." 

The  only  objective  standard  for 
determining  truth  is  that  any 
movement  must  be  backed  by  the 
Word  of  God. 

One  should  study  (PK)  liter¬ 
ature  and  also  the  speeches 
given  at  the  rallies,  what  is 
taught  in  the  small  group  time 
at  tne  rally,  and  the  background 
of  the  leaders. 

Then,  a  proper  decision  can 
be  made  concerning  PK. 

God  has  ordained  his  church 
to  be  the  instrument  for  build¬ 
ing  up  his  people  in  the  way  of 
true  godliness  and  the  textbook 
is  the  Bible. 

Just  think  about  it:  we  have 
his  Word  and  his  church!  Our 
problem  is  lack  of  commitment. 

Baptists  have  had  an  orga¬ 
nized  group  in  the  local  church 
for  many  years  for  men. 

Why  should  we  join  a  group 
of  men  outside  the  local 
church?  Why  not  just  get  busy 
and  commit  ourselves  to  what 
we  have? 

After  reading  the  article, 
"Brotherhood  leader  asks  sup¬ 
port  of  PK  Rally,  in  the  Sept.  II, 
1997  edition  concerning  the 
Oct.  4  PK  national  prayer  rally, 
I  suggest  that  the  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Brother¬ 
hood  Department  make  a  more 
thorough  study  of  PK. 

Jim  Burke 

Waynesboro 


DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS:  Carroll- 
Montgomery  Baptist  Association  is 
searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of 
Missions.  Resumes  will  be  accepted 
through  May  7,  1998.  Please  send 
your  resume  to  Joint  Administrative 
Committee,  PO  Box  461 ,  Winona,  MS 

38967. _  i 

YOUTH  &  EDUCATION  MINISTER: 
First  Baptist  Church  of.  Fannin  is  search¬ 
ing  to  fill  this  full  time  position.  A  great 
opportunity  near  the  reservoir.  Send 
resumes  to  Search  Committee,  FBC  of 


Fannin,  101  Church  Rd.,  Brandon,  MS 
19042.  _ 

HOLCOMB  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
(GRENADA)  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Minister  of  Music  and  Youth.  Send 
resumes  to  1Q9  Highway  35, 
Holocomb,  MS  38940. 

MEADOW  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Brandon,  is  looking  for  a  part-time 
Children's  Minister.  Please  send  resume 
to  PO  Box  794, '  Brandon,  MS  39043. 
For  further  infonpatian  tall  the  church 
iofflce:  601-825;  5764/’ 
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Wheeler  Grove  Church, 

Corinth,  will  host  "Judgement 
House  '98  -  A  Drug  Deal  Gone 
Bad,"  featuring  teenagers  con¬ 
fronting  contemporary  issues, 
on  April  24-26  and  May  1-3, 
beginning  each  evening  at 
dark.  No  reservations  required. 


For  more  information,  call  (601) 
287-2864  or  (601)  287-2764. 

The  International  Family 
Rally  was  held  on  April  4  at 
Woodland  Hills  Chulch, 
Jackson.  There  were  40  present 
from  12  churches  that  repre¬ 


sented  11  counties.  The  confer¬ 
ences  consisted  of  Reaching 
Moslems  in  the  U.S.,  Friendship 
Ministries,  and  Children  of 
Internationals.  The  next  rally 
will  be  June  5-6,  1999,  at  First 
Church,  Starkville,  with  an 
International  Family  Festival. 


Country  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  has  called  Kathy  Rankin  and  Lisa  Smith  as  children's  and  preschool 
directors.  Rankin  and  Smith  have  started  a  children's  church  service  at  the  church  (pictured  above). 


'CALVARY  CARE'  STARTED 
Editor: 

I  would  like  to  let  your  read¬ 
ers  know  about  a  wonderful 
program  that  has  recently 
begun. 

It  is  a  daycare  program  for 
mentally  handicapped  adults 
called  "Calvary  Care"  that 
meets  on  the  first  and  third 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  1300 
West  Capitol  Street,  Jackson. 

We  have  singing,  games  and 
feature  a  different  craft  project 
at  each  meeting.  We  go  on  out¬ 
ings  and  we  even  had  a  magi¬ 
cian  visit  us  recently. 

Our  members  do  not  sit  and 
watch  television  all  day.  We 
have  a  program  that  Keeps 
them  involved  and  entertained. 

We  have  many  wonderful 
things  planned  for  our  future 
programs  and,  if  you  feel  this  is 
something  that  could  benefit 
one  Of  your  loved  ones,  we 
would  love  to  have  them  join  us. 


Adams  can  also  be  reached  by 
e-mail  at  Vallisona@aol.com. 
Virginia  A.  Adams 
Jackson 


Our  morning  begins  at  9 
a.m.  and  we  end  our  day  at  3 
p.m.  The  cost  is  only  $10  per 
day.  The  church  provides  our 
lunch  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
the  month  for  an  additional 
$2.50,  and  on  the  third  Tuesday, 
everyone  brings  their  lunch. 

If  anyone  is  interested  and 
would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  you  can  call  our  director. 
Ruby  Bryant  at  956-1160,  Joan 
Brown  at  956-2846  or  Virginia 
Adams  at  372-5614.  Mrs. 


ATTENTION  VBS  DIRECTORS  | 

**  Lee  Pitts  with  “Nicky”  and  Crew  **  [W 

Blast-Off  on  their  '98  VBS  "Missions" 

Tour  to  tell  Boys  and  Girls  everywhere  about  yHj\ 

*  *  *  Captain  Jesus  *  *  * 

■t  *  jpl  to  inquire  about  a  shuttle  to  your  church 

Call  334-660- 7628  Now 

ifesB  tn  arhcdu lt>ft  The  Cniintrlnuin  ia  ( i\r,r 


Lee  Pitts  Ministries  is  a  full  time  vocational  Southern  Baptist 
evangelical  ministry  for  the  past  1 7  yrs.  Lee  and  her  family 
are  members  of  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church  in  Mobile,  AL. 


V  u  CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  *.<?rr(s  pei  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


SALT  LAKE  SBC  CONVENTION 
ARRANGEMENTS:  Airfares: 

)ackson-SLC:  Sunday  -  Thursday: 
$315.  Hotel  packages,  car  rentals, 
BUS  TOURS:  Yellowstone/Jackson 
Hole  or  Grand  Canyon:  $329.  Salt 
Lake  Sightseeing  tours.  CHRISTIAN 
TRAVELERS  1-800-972-8952.  _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full  Time 
Minister  of  Youth  (Grades  '7-12) 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  of 
Tuscaloosa,  Alabama  is  located  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  University  of  Alabama 
campus.  This  is  a  wonderful  opportu¬ 
nity  to  serve  in  a  growing  multi-staff 
church.  Youth  Sunday  School  enroll¬ 
ment  currently  is  160.  Average  SS 
attendance  800+.  Average  worship 
attendance  1 ,200.  Please  send  infor¬ 
mation  to:  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
1121  Paul  Bryant  Drive,  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama  35401.  (205)  758-0495. 
CF1  —  PEWS,  NEW  4  used 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  - 

Tennessee  Baptist  Adult  Homes. 
Two  year  position,  possible  perma¬ 
nent  status.  Send  resume  by  May 
15  to:  TBAH,  PO  Box  728, 
Brentwood,  TN  37024. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  'Paintball- 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek 
Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000. 
GLORIETA  CONFERENCE  CENTER. 
Stay  with  family;  spring,  summer,  fall, 
or  winter.  Call,  1-800-797-4222  to 
make  reservations  or  for  information. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 
only  smoke  and  alcohol  free 
Bowling  Center.  Call  about  Lock- 
in,  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 
leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Road,  Jackson,  MS  (601)  372-7700. 


♦ 


SBC  ROOMS  DOWNTOWN  SALT 
LAKE.  Quality  Inn  City  Center  5 
blocks  from  convention  center.  $89 
plus  tax  nightly.  Contact  Phil  at 
MCTS.  (601)  835-0467. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pul¬ 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 

7958  or  call  1  -800-368-2705. _ 

CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM 
RESORT  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
for  the  best  ($15.25)  seats  at  THE 
GREAT  PASSION  PLAY,  plus  eco¬ 
nomical  group  lodging,  recreation, 
supper  and  breakfast,  all  for  JUST 
$34.95  EACH.  (501)253-8418. 
BIBLE  TUTORING  SOFTWARE  ™. 
Learn  the  books  of  the  Bible.  FREE 
download  for  new  testament 
http://www.biblebasics.com. 
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The  Providence  Players 
Keyboard  Ensemble,  a  newly 
formed  student  performing 
ensemble  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary  (NOBTS),  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  concert  at  7:30  p.m.,  on 
May  5.  The  concert  will  be 
held  in  the  Hardin  Student 


Center  (Baptist  Book  Store 
building)  at  3939  Gentilly 
Boulevard.  The  ensemble  is 
under  the  direction  of  Michael 
Sharp,  assistant  professor  of 
music  theory  and  piano  at 
NOBTS.  For  more  information, 
call  (504)  282-4455,  ext.  3226. 


West  Union  Church,  Carriere,  held  a  note  burning  service  which 
made  the  church  debt  free  on  March  1 5.  The  loan  was  paid  off  61/2 
years  early.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Tommy  Anderson,  deacon;  Billy 
Dowdy,  pastor;  and  Richard  Johnson,  deacon. 


Renew  Your  Woi'ship,  a  one- 
day  leadership  training  work¬ 
shop,  will  be  held  May  4  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Sponsored  by  the  Institute  for 
Worship  Studies,  this  informa¬ 
tive  and  inspirational  work¬ 
shop  features  a  "how-to" 
approach  to  blending  historic 
and  contemporary  worship. 
Robert  Webber,  instructor,  is 
professor  of  theology  at 
Wheaton  College  and  affiliate 

Erofessor  of  worship  at 
forthem  Seminary  in 
Lombard,  Ill.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  register  by  phone 
call  (630)  510-8905;  or  write 
Renew  Your  Worship!,  Box  894, 
Wheaton,  IL  60187. 

Mashulaville  Church, 
Macon,  will  hold  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  at  11  a.m.  on  May  3.  Terrell 
Mayo  will  be  the  speaker. 


Did  someone  say, 
“Mountain  Top 
Experience?” 


New  Life  Fellowship 
Church,  Jackson,  will  host  a 
reception  at  3  p.m.  on  April  26 
in  honor  of  the  pastor  Charles 
A.  Thurman's  sixth  anniversary 
at  the  church.  Speaker  will  be 
Leon  Bell. 


Poplar  Springs  Drive 
Church,  Meridian,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  115th  anniversary  on 


GL0RIETA 

CONFERENCE  CENTER 


Come  join  u&  this 
summer  at  Glorieta  for 
a  Summer  Conference 
and  Have  a  Mountain 
Top  Experience! 

Call,  1  -800-797-4222 
for  reservations 


Royal  Ambassadors  of  East  End  Church,  Columbus,  collected 

10,000  pennies  to  purchase  a  goat  for  the  Venezuela  Agri-mis¬ 
sions  Project,  a  part  of  the  ongoing  Mississippi/Venezuela 
Partnership  Mission  Project.  David  England  is  RA  director;  Gerald 
W.  Haley  is  pastor. 

I,  "■  ■■■■? mr.r  .......  .  -  -  ■  - 

A  Special  Education 
Retreat 

StarQuest:  A  Galactic 

Gooo  News  Adventure 

May  8-9 

■Camp  Garay  wa,  Clinton 

The  retreat  is  for  people  12  years  of  age,  their  parents, 

TEACHERS,  FRIENDS,  AND  PASTORS /MINISTERS. 

Registration  begins  3  p.m.  Frl  and  concludes  1p.m.  Sat. 

Cost:  $25  per  person 

Pre-registration  fee  Of  $5  is  due  Mat  4  At  the  Baittst 


Building 


BALANCE 


One 


April  26.  David  Q.  Byrd,  former 

gastor,  will  speak  and  Graham 
mith,  director  of  the  Music 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  will 
lead  the  music.  Sunday  School 
begins  at  9:30  a.m.  and  worship 
at  10:45  a.m.  A  covered  disn 
lunch  will  follow  the  morning 
service.  James  Ruffin  is  pastor. 

An  Awaken  America  rally 
will  take  place  at  Grenada  High 
School  in  Grenada,  beginning  at 
7  p.m.  on  April  27.  The  rally  will 
feature  Ronnie  W.  Floyd,  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Springdale, 
Ark.,  along  with  inspirational 
worship  led  by  Mississippian 
Buster  Pray,  First  Church's  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  worship  min¬ 
istries,  and  the  First  Church  wor¬ 
ship  team.  Emmanuel  Church, 
Grenada,  is  sponsoring  the 
event;  Clarence  Cooper  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Tupelo,  will 
host  Kirk  Talley  ana  J.  Larry 
Goddard  in  a  concert  of  gospel 
music,  April  30,  at  7  p.m.  For 
ticket  information  call  (601) 
842-4217  or  680-3360. 

Right  to  Life  of  Jackson  will 
conduct  the  annual  Mother's 
Day  Walk  for  Life  on  May  2. 
The  walk  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  in 
the  packing  lot  of  St.  Richard's 
Church  in  Jackson  and  end  at 
the  abortion  clinic  on  State 
Street,  where  a  prayer  service 
will  be  held.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  956-8636. 

CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 

k  Cushions  k  Baptistries 
*  A  k  Steeples  k  Renovation 
k  Pews  and  Pulpit 
•<  furniture  .,j,’ 

liiifiSw  "  iNtm  and  Used)  -H 

WATTS!" 


Red  Banks  Church,  Marshall 
Association,  held  a  ground 
breaking  ceremony  on  March 
22  for  its  new  300  seat  audito¬ 
rium.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Lem  Rappa,  Jamie  Rappa,  Mark 
Watkins,  Robert  Mayer  (chair¬ 
man),  Charles  Tiner,  James 
Rhea,  Roy  Billions,  Frank 
Dawkins,  Troy  Defer  '(pastor), 
and  Charles  Givens  (engineer 
with  Griffin  Steel  Builders). 


>i*  Vi",!. 


Mm 
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Mississippian  at  center  of  network  effort 


By  Wally  Poor 

IMB  Americas  Correspondent 


In  addition  to  leading  a 
workshop  each  day  on  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism,  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  missionary  worked  with 
t  .  „  IMB  strategy  coordinators  in 

mg  Latin  American  Baptists  with  presenting  personnel  needs  in 
missionary  needs  in  World  A  at  countries  where  people  have 
the  recently  concluded  Congress  little  or  no  access  to  the  Gospel, 
of  Latin  American  Baptists.  These  countries  are  known 

by  mission  strategists 
as  World  A,  the  Last 
Frontier  or  the  10-40 
Window. 

^  Jason,  an  IMB  mis¬ 

sionary  in  Uruguay, 
has  spent  his  fur- 


MAKING  MUSIC  —  Jason 
Carlisle  (second  from  left)  pre- 

Eares  to  sing  with  choir  mem- 
ers  at  Gethsemane  Church  in 
San  Pedro  la  Laguna,  Uruguay. 
(IMB  special  photo) 


to  promote  True  Love  Waits 

A  Memorial^K 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  to  keep  myself  pure  until  the  day  Gardens  in 
(BP)  —  What  does  the  True  I  am  married,"  Velasquez  said.  I  Pontotoc. 

Love  Waits  (TLW)  sexual  purity  know  that  God  has  someone  set  Tutor 
campaign  have  in  common  aside  for  each  and  every  one  of  retired  in 
with  contemporary  Christian  us.  We  need  to  be  patient  and  1995  from  the 
music?  Plenty  —  especially  for  trust  him.  I  hope  and  pray  that  pastorate 
Christian  recording  artists  Clay  every  single  person  will  make  Oakhurst 
Crosse  and  Jaci  Velasquez.  this  commitment."  Church,  Tutor 

Crosse  and  Velasquez  cur-  Crosse,  who  is  married  and  Clarksdale, 
rently  are  on  an  80-city  concert  has  two  young  children,  said  he  where  he  served  for  12  years, 
tour.  Both  artists  are  past  reap-  can  share  with  young  people  Previous  pastorates  included 
ients  of  the  Dove  Award  for  from  his  past  experiences  that  he  Mount  Lebanon  Church  in 
new  artist  of  the  year  —  Crosse  and  his  wife  made  the  commit-  Covington,  Tenn.;  Rehoboth 
in  1995  and  Velasquez  in  1997.  ment  to  save  sex  for  marriage.  Church  in  Arlington,  Texas; 

During  April's  annual  Dove  Affirming  TLW  as  "a  very  Rugby  Hills  Church  in 
Awards,  Velakjuez  is  being  nom-  worthy  cause,"  Crosse  pointed  Memphis;  First  Church  in  Holly 
inated  for  female  vocalist  of  the  out  that  a  lack  of  sexual  purity 
year.  Her  hit  song,  "On  My  "can  lead  to  callous  attitudes  [^Z^ZZ^^^ 

Knees,"  has  been  nominated  for  and  beliefs  in  other  areas. 
song  of  the  year  as  has  Crosse's  Hopefully,  True  Love  Waits  goes 
recording  of  "He  Walked  a  Mile."  beyond  one  sexual  commitment. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  both  It's  an  important  issue  that  || 
artists  have  rapidly  growing  affects  so  many  areas  of  life." 
lists  of  credentials  in  the  world  Although  many  young  peo- 
of  contemporary  Christian  pie  already  have  made  wrong 
music.  What  about  the  True  choices  in  this  area,  Crosse  noted 
Love  Waits  connections?  the  TLW  pledge  "says  I  will  wait 

TLW  was  first  introduced  in  from  this  day  until  I  get  married.  Who  mak 
1993  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  It  doesn't  talk  about  me  past.  We  rules  about  ( 

School  Board  as  a  campaign  to  should  look  at  our  lives  as  a  con-  How  are  we  si 

encourage  teens  to  remain  sexu-  tinual  learning  experience."  fun?  DUH! 

ally  abstinent  until  marriage.  "I  know  it's  not  very  easy 
During  the  past  five  years,  thou-  and  it's  not  the  popular  way,"  Rules  maj 
sands  of  youth  have  signed  Velasquez  acknowledged.  can  you  imaj 

TLW  pledge  cards  as  the  con-  Insisting,  however,  that  sexual  out  rules? 

cept  has  crossed  both  denom-  purity  Hs  of  the  things  God  chaos.  Recal 

inational  and  international  lines,  nonors,"  she  added,  "This  is  the  Pinnochio  wl 

During  their  current  way  he  planned  it  and  that  is  ers  Ixrys  thou 

"Stained  Glass  Tour"  —  named  what  we  need  to  remember."  ing  so  mud 

after  Crosse's  third  album  —  Noting  "people  are  looking  Land  —  sm< 

True  Love  Waits  is  one  of  the  for  hope  ana  inspiration,  ing  pool,  an 

sponsors  of  the  concert  tour.  Velasquez  said,  "That's  what  they  pleasec 

Velasquez,  an  18-year-old  sin-  Christian  music  is  about  —  it's  lifestyle  ertdt 

gle  performer,  has  even  written  about  bringing  people  to  know  transformed 

and  recorded  the  song,  "I  God.  Even  when  you're  having 
Promise,"  as  a  commitment  to  the  worst  day  in  tne  world,  you  Send  your  coun 
sexual  purity.  can  go  before  him  and  he  is  lackson,  MS  3920 

"I  have  made  a  commitment  always  there."  sis,  your  pastor  a 


You  Can  Respond  Right 
Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

I.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  lackson 
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Explore  the  Bible 


A  missionary  church 

Acts  11:19-26, 13:1-3 


By  Harold  W.  Simmons 


The  church  at  Antioch  may 
have  held  special  interest  for  Dr. 
Luke,  the  writer  of  Acts.  Some 
scholars  believe  that  Luke  was 
from  the  city  of  Antioch,  which 
was  one  of  the  largest  cities  of 
the  empire.  It  is  entirely  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  church  at  Antioch 
was  Luke's  home  church.  Of 
this  we  can  be  sure,  the 
Antiochian  church  was  unique 
in  early  church  history. 

Witnessing  to  all  kinds  of 
pei>!  le  (11:19-21).  The  believ¬ 
er^  iio  were  scattered  by  per- 
set  ion  were  unintentional 
missionaries.  They  had  moved 
into  other  places  to  live  and  to 


witness  not  because 
they  felt  the  call  of  Bfeak. 

Goa,  but  because  of 
the  persecution.  Simmons 
Notice  that  the  believ¬ 
ers  from  the  Jerusalem  area 
witnessed  only  to  the  Jews. 
Believers  from  Cyprus  and 
Cyrene  began  a  mmistry  to 
Greeks  (Gentiles)  in  Antioch. 
God's  blessing  was  evident 
because  the  ministiy  was  very 
effective  among  tne  Greeks. 

The  number  was  large  enough 
to  attract  the  attention  of  tne 
Jerusalem  church  leadership. 

Encouraging  new  believers 
(11:22-23).  When  the  Jerusalem 
church  heard  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  Antioch,  they  sent 


Bamabus  to  Antioch. 
Ip:  Some  believe  the  prima- 
!  ry  mission  was  investiga- 
■  tive  and  thereby  have 
t  made  an  assumption, 
because  Bamabus’  exact 
mission  was  not  record  - 
!  ed  in  Acts.  He  saw  God 
HBj  at  work  in  the  lives  of 
people  and  became  excit- 
ns  ed  about  what  God  let 
him  see. 

Bamabus  began  to  teach  and 
develop  the  new  Christians. 
Notice  that  it  didn't  seem  to 
make  any  difference  to 
Bamabus  that  some  of  the 
believers  were  Gentiles  and  not 
Jews. 

Growth  in  number  of 
believers  (11:24).  We  are  told 
of  the  spiritual  condition  of 
Bamabus  and  in  the  same  sen¬ 
tence  we  are  informed  that 
there  was  great  numerical 
growth  in  believers.  I  believe 
that  we  have  this  information 


Family  Bible  Series 


A  time  for  examination 


Mark  14:12-25 


By  Grace  Graham 


Preparation  (4:12-16).  What 
is  the  value  of  advance  prepa¬ 
ration  for  worship?  Does  it 
make  a  difference  to  arrive  for 


eaten  for  seven  days 
following  Passover, 
symbolizing  the  peo-  Qraj 
pie's  hurried  departure 
from  Egypt. 

The  aisciples  knew  that 


Graham 


maxe  a  airrerence  to  arrive  ror  ine  aisciples  knew  that 
worship  with  an  attitude  of  preparation  for  the  feast  was 
expectation?  Jesus  instructed  important,  They  asked  Jesus 
two  disciple^  to  prepare  the"’  where  he  w'anted  them  to  go 


Passover  celebration  for  him 
and  his  disciples. 

Mark  sets  the  stage  of  the  last 
supper  by  giving  instructions 
for  the  Passover  meal.  Passover, 
or  the  feast  of  unleavened 
bread,  was  an  annual  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  final  plague,  when 
the  firstborn  of  the  Egyptians 
died  and  the  Israelites  were 
spared  because  of  the  blood 
smeared  on  their  door  posts. 
Only  unleavened  bread  was 


and  prepare  for  the  Passover 
meal.  He  sent  two  disciples  to 
accomplish  the  task.  (Luxe  22:8 
identifies  them  as  Peter  and 
John.)  They  were  to  seek  a  man 
carrying  a  jar  of  water.  Since  this 
was  "woman's  work,"  he  would 
be  easily  identified  and  they 
would  follow  him  to  the  place 
Jesus  had  already  reserved. 

Because  they  were  to  ask  for 
the  "guest  room"  it  seems  that 
Jesus  nad  prearranged  the  place 


because  God  wants  us  to  see 
there  is  a  direct  relationship 
between  a  godly  life  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  in  soul  winning. 

Teaching  and  continued 
growth  (11:25-26).  Barnabus 
was  wise  enough  to  see  that  he 
needed  help  and  went  to  Tarsus 
to  seek  Paul.  Bamabus  could 
have  made  an  overland  trip  to 
Tarsus  from  Antioch  and  back 
to  Antioch.  However,  we  are 
not  told  how  he  made  the  trip. 

The  important  matter  is  that 
he  found  Paul  and  upon  their 
return,  they  taught  a  great 
number  of  people.  The  num¬ 
bers  of  people  taught  also 
speaks  volumes  as  to  their 
effectiveness  as  teachers.  The 
lifestyle  of  the  believers  earned 
them  the  title  of  Christians. 

Sending  out  missionaries 
(13:1-3)  God  had  given  the 
church  at  Antioch  plenty  of  lead¬ 
ership  in  several  areas  of  min¬ 
istry.  During  an  intensive  time  of 


and  the  way  that  his  dis¬ 
ciples  would  find  it.  He 


wanted  this  meal  to  be 
undisturbed  by  his  ene¬ 
mies.  The  disciples  took 
their  instructions  from 
Jesus  and  found  every¬ 
thing  as  he  said.  They 
prepared  the  Passover 
m  meal  in  a  large,  fur¬ 
nished,  upper  room. 

Examination  (14:17-21). 
After  sunset,  Jesus  and  his  dis¬ 
ciples  arrived  at  the  house.  As 
they  were  eating,  Jesus  gave 
them  the  horrifying  news.  One 
of  them  would  betray  him.  One 
by  one  they  asked  "Is  it  I?" 

Jesus  told  them  that  he  knew 
that  his  death  was  bound  to  hap¬ 
pen.  His  cry  of  woe  to  tne 
betrayer  was  out  of  deep  sorrow 
and  compassion.  He  knew  that 
his  act  would  be  so  tragic  for  the 
perpetrator  that  he  would  wish 
that  he  had  never  been  bom. 

How  truly  difficult  it  is  to 
take  a  good  hard  look  at  our¬ 
selves.  Are  you  willing  to  agree 


worship,  the  Holy  Spirit  spoke 
to  the  church  at  worship  and 
told  them  to  appoint,  commis¬ 
sion  and  send  out  missionaries. 

The  Holy  Spirit  was  very 
specific  and  named  the  indivia- 
uals  to  be  sent.  It  should  be 
noted  that  this  is  the  first  inten¬ 
tional  effort  by  the  church  to 
send  out  missionaries. 

God  speaks  to  us.  I  believe 
that  Goa  wants  us  to  under¬ 
stand  that  along  with  intensive 
evangelism  there  must  be 
teaching  of  new  converts.  New 
converts  must  be  equipped  to 
live  a  Christ-like  life  and 


equipped  to  minister  to  each 
other  and  to  nonbelievers.  The 


result  will  be  continual  growth 
in  the  church.  As  the  church 
grows  and  as  the  individual 
Christian  grows,  there  will  be 


Christian  grows,  there  will  be 
an  accompanying  mission 
activity  growth. 

Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


with  God  about  a  specific 
obstacle  in  your  life?  Give  it  to 
him  today  that  you  may  experi¬ 
ence  the  humility,  gratitude, 
and  joy  of  being  in  his  presence. 

Revelation  (14:22-25).  Jesus 
used  the  bread  and  the  wine  to 
explain  the  significance  of  his 
approaching  death  and  to 
model  the  observance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  a  symbol  of  the 
new  covenant  validated  by  his 
sacrificial  death.  He  broke  the 
loaf  of  bread  and  gave  it  to  the 
disciples.  He  usea  this  picture 
to  snow  them  how  his  body 
would  be  broken  for  them. 
Most  Old  Testament  sacrifices 
involved  portions  of  the  offer¬ 
ings  being  eaten  by  worship¬ 
pers.  Jesus  said  that  those  who 
shared  the  broken  bread  were 
to  share  in  the  power  and 
meaning  of  his  sacrifice. 

The  wine  represented  the 
shed  blood  of  Jesus;  the 
"covenant  blood"  initiating  a 
solemn  agreement  between 
God  and  people.  This  is  not 


unlike  the  agreement  made  by 
God  at  Mount  Sinai. 

This  was  a  new  covenant  that 
would  be  sanctioned  by  Christ's 
blood.  No  more  would  there  be 
a  requirement  for  sacrifice.  He 
was  the  final,  perfect  sin  offer¬ 
ing,  given  for  all  who  wouM 
believe  and  accept  the  gift  of  for¬ 
giveness  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Verse  25  is  given  in  the  form 
of  a  vow.  Jesus  consecrated 
himself  openly  to  his  own  mis¬ 
sion.  He  would  not  drink  wine 
again  until  the  day  his  work 
was  complete.  * 

The  symbols  of  the  bread 
and  wine  in  the  Lord's  Supper 
can  lead  us  to  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  the  broken  body 
and  shed  bipod  of  Christ. 
Allow  the  Lord  to  reveal  him¬ 
self  to  you  through  the  partak¬ 
ing  of  this  element  of  worship. 
Prepare  yourself  to  come  before 
him  with  great  expectation! 

Graham  is  Childhood 
Education  Director  at  First 
Church,  Gulfport. 


His  laws  reflect  his  charac-  character  of  God.  His  standard  is  What  alarms  me  today,  how- 
ter  and  his  words  are  a  rev-  a  permanent,  eternal  anchor  that  ever,  is  the  divorce  that  seems 

elation  of  his  will.  Are  you  holds  throughout  the  ages,  fads,  to  have  taken  place  between 

standing  on  his  promises  beliefs,  and  cultures.  Because  his  profession  and  practice,  belief 

and  obeying  his  principles?  character  and  standard  are  and  behavior,  articulation  and 

God's  character  does  changeless,  we  can,  without  hes-  action.  Have  we  forgotten  what 

not  change  (Malachi  3:6-  itation,  trust  him  with  our  lives.  James  said:  "Faith  without 

7;  James  1:17).  Does  God  Today,  perhaps  you  are  works  is  dead?"  Or  how  about 
change  with  the  cen-  embroiled  m  a  situation  that  Jesus'  statement:  "If  you  love 

turies,  the  millenniums,  tempts  you  to  adjust  the  Word  me,  you  will  keep  my  com- 

Have  you  ever  been  faced  prey  for  Satan.  Burnett  the  weather,  fads?  No,  he  of  God.  Resist  the  temptation,  mandments?" 

with  a  difficult  decision  and  God  has  revealed  is  the  same  yesterday,  for  altering  God's  Word  reaps  In  Psalm  25:8-10,  David 

were  not  sure  what  to  do?  How  his  character  and  will  (Exodus  today,  and  forevermore.  serious  consequences  for  tne  describes  the  kind  of  God  we 

did  you  handle  it?  Did  you  poll  33:16-19a;  34:1,5).  One  day  God  is  portrayed  today  as  a  present  and  future.  Don't  listen  serve  and  his  expectations  for 
your  friends,  ask  the  psychics,  Phillip,  one  of  Christ's  disci-  fickle-minded  deity  who  to  the  soothsayers  and  philoso-  us.  He  mentions  words  like 

consult  your  horoscope,  or  pies,  asked  Jesus  to  reveal  God  changes  with  the  seasons.  Just  phers  of  today  that  say  God's  good  and  upright,  justice, 

receive  counsel  from  God  to  him  and  his  cohorts.  Amazed  consider  society's  attitude  Word  no  longer  applies.  They  humility,  lovingkmdness,  and 

through  his  Word?  Some  today  at  Phillip's  spiritual  blindness,  toward  homosexuality,  same-  wouldn't  know  the  truth  if  it  truth.  Do  these  words  describe 

woula  say  the  Bible  is  no  Jesus  assured  him  he'd  seen  the  sex  marriage,  abortion,  premari-  struck  them  between  the  eyes.  your  character?  Are  you  pro- 

longer  a  trustworthy  book.  It's  Father  through  the  person  and  tal  sex,  etc.  Has  God  edited  his  God's  people  are  to  live  by  ducing  these  fruits? 
antiquated,  outdated,  and  full  character  of  Christ.  Wford?  You  would  think  so  by  his  commands  (Psalm  25:8-10;  David  continues  in  Psalm 

of  ridiculous  commands.  Just  as  Jesus  is  a  revelation  of  the  behavior  and  beliefs  of  119:65-68;  3  John  11).  Can  a  119:65-68  with  the  words  dis- 

Years  ago  while  teaching  a  God's  character  and  will,  so  is  the  many  so  called  Christians  today,  person  be  saved  and  continue  cemment  and  knowledge.  God's 

youth  discipleship  training  class  holy  Word,  the  Bible.  If  you  want  Sadly,  some  mainstream  in  the  same  sin?  Let  me  prefaqe  ^people  manifest  the  character  of 
in  a  church  in  New  Orleans,  a  to  know  what  God  thinks,  read  denominations  are  stamping  this  with  two  statements'.-’ test  God  when  they  obey  the  Word 

teenage  girl  asked  me  why  God  his  Word.  If  you  desire  to  know  approval  on  lifestyles  that  are  nobody  but  Grid  <&n  look  into fe  of  God.  Talk  is  cheap.  Anyone 

gave  us  all  these  rules  ana  laws  and  be  in  God's  will,  read  and  offensive  to  God  and  contrary  to  person's  heart  jind  know  hfe  cart  Sing  "Oh  How  I  Love  Jesus." 

to  live  by.  I  assured  her  that  it  obey  his  Word.  God's  Word  is  the  Bible.  Although,  people  exact  spirittfdF  conditio?.  But  ft  takes  a  person  sold  out  to 

was  done  out  of  his  grace.  He  dependable.  His  absolutes  are  deem  practices,  behaviors,  and  Second,  CVefy  person  is  at  a  Jesus  to  liye  the  song, 

gave  us  healthy  boundaries  to  absolute.  His  principles  are  per-  beliefs  kosher,  their  opinions  fail  different  place  in  his  or  har  Buftirtt  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
uve  the  abundant  life.  Venturing  feet,  and  his  standards  are  stable,  to  influence  the  unchanging  spiritual  journey.  ,  :  Road  Church,  Jackson. 


Life  and  Work 

Moral  absolutes 

Ex.  33:16-19a,  34:1,  5;  Ps.  25:8-10, 119:65-68; 
Mai.  3:6-7;  James  1:17;  3  John  11 


By  Jim  Burnett 


outside  these  bound¬ 
aries  makes  one  easy 


Roberts:  church  failure  fueling  cult  growth 


“When  the  church  fails  to  do  the  min¬ 
istry  God  has  called  it  to  do  and  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
with  fervency  and  effectiveness,  we  create 
a  seedbed,  a  foundation,  for  the  growth"  of 
cults,  Roberts  said. 

Roberts  explained  that  New  Age  best- 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  The  growth  of 
cults  in  America  is  primarily  the  result  of 
the  church's  failure  to  faithfully  carry  out 
its  biblically  ordained  purpose  of  ministry. 
Southern  Baptist  cults  expert  Phil  Roberts 
asserted  April  9  at  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  director  of  tne  Southern 
Baptist  North  American  Mission  1 

Board's  interfaith  witness  evan- 

§elism  team  noted  Southern 
aptists  are  gearing  up  for  a  1 
major  evangelistic  blitz  of  j  '• 
Mormon-dominated  Salt  Lake 
City  during  the  upcoming  SBC  cunfoul 
annual  meeting.  >  ;  i !  th  > 

“We're  going  to  see  the  largest  HH 
concentration  of  evangelistic  W  Rhon 
effort  for  any  city  in  North 
America  take  place  this  year  in 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


NEW  HNAT  PE  AZBG,  NK 


QVCPKO  NAKZ  VNOV 


AZBGW  DK,  NEW  VNOV 


SPBGE  VPYKGAX  XZC  DK 


KNQCPXPQG  OZ  SZW 
XZC  N  KHGGOKYGAAPES 


KNBZDC 


GLVGKPNEK  XPBG:  OHZ 


Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  \xnir  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  I  he  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  hv 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  Eleven 
Twenty-Five. 


too  many  churches,"  he  explained. 

Another  "unpaid  debt  among  Baptist 
churches,  Roberts  said,  is  the  failure  to 
teach  doctrine. 

Many  Baptists  are  converted  to 
Mormonism  because  they  are  impressed 
by  Mormon  missionaries  who  seem  to 
have  answers  to  all  their  questions  and 
who  teach  their  beliefs  with  A genuine  con¬ 
viction,"  Roberts  said 

"The  problem  in  our  churches  is  not  that 
people  nave  had  too  much  doctrine.  The 
problem  is  that  they  haven't  had  any,"  he 
added. 

"They  haven't  been  taught  and  ground¬ 
ed  in  the  truths  of  God's  Word  in  an  effec¬ 
tive  and  in  an  interesting  way  that  shows 
them  its  relevance." 

Southern  Baptists  have  also  suffered  a 
failure  of  missions,  Roberts  said. 

Mormons  currently  send  out  50,000  mis¬ 
sionaries  per  year  and  have  set  a  goal  of 
having  100,000  annual  missionaries  Dy  the 


means.  ineyve  created  a  culture  wnere  uie 

The  evangelist  then  passes  along  exceptions  are  the  ones  that  stay.  We've  cre- 
to  pastors  the  names  or nquirers,  60  ated  a  culture  where  the  exceptions  are  the 
percent  of  whom  become  members  ones  who  go,"  Roberts  said, 
of  local  congregations.  "Somehow  we  have  to  recapture  the  vision 

An  overemphasis  on  the  indi-  that  everyone,  especially  young  people,  have 
vidualistic  aspects  of  the  priest-  a  very  real  and  important  part  to  play,  not  just 
hood  of  the  believer  is  an  exam-  in  assistance  and  service  ministry,  but  in  actu- 
ple  of  improper  ecclesiology  al  evangelism  and  the  spreading  of  the  gospel 
among  Baptists,  Roberts  said.  around  the  world,"he  pointed  out. 
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